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WAS aſtoniſhed to find that a ſhort letter, ſigned Verax, 

publiſhed in the Dublin Journal, containing obſerva- 
tions on ſome falſe aſſertions ſtated in Suiney's Birmingham 
Chronicle, relative to the conduct of the Popiſh clergy at 
Wexford, had produced an anſwer ſigned Veritas, of no 
leſs than 27 pages. Nothing can be a ſtronger indication 
of guilt, than the entering into a defence againſt charges 
which have not been made, and this is evidently the caſe of 
Veritas, who launches out into a long exculpation of the 
Popith clergy of the county of Wexford at large, from a 
catalogue of heinous offences, of which, however ſtrongly 
they {ſtand convicted in the public mind, Veritas did not ac- 
cuſe them, as he confined himſelf entirely to the following 
ſubſtantive points: That the Popiſh clergy in Wexford 
were not icrrified or priſoners at large, and that they were 
the only perſons there poſſeſſed of authority. For this rea- 
ſon, Veritas appears to me to be a very bad advocate for his 
ſacerdotal friends, for by attempting to leſſen their enornu- 
ties, he only makes them appear more promincut. 


And oſtentimes excuſing of a fault, 
Doth make the ſault the worſe by the cxculc ; 
As patches ſet upon a little breach, 
Ditcredit more in hiding of the flaw, 
Than did the flaw before it was fo patched. ; 
SHAKESPEARE, 
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as 


He ſays, page 4, „That it is by no means his purpoſe to 
e inveſtigate, much leſs to vindicate, the cauſes or motives 
* which led the deluded people of this country, to ſuch ſan- 
« guinary acts of ferocity and barbariſm.” Now I will fave 
Veritas the trouble of tlus inveſtigation, by telling him, that 
many doctrines of the Popiſh church, not only encouraged, 
bur even recommended perſecution and bloodſhed, ever ſince 
the beginning of the 12th century, that theſe abominable 
doctrines have been frequently ſanctioned by general coun- 
cils, by popes bulls and epiſtles, and that they have been 
conſtantly enforced in every country in Europe, where the 
Roman pontiff had attained any authority. What a ſole. 
ciſm then is Veritas guilty of, by endeavouring to excuſe 
the prieſthood from the imputation of conniving at the ex- 
tirpation of heretics, which their holy church laid them 
under an imperious neceſlity of inculcating, and which even 
their biſhops were bound to do by their oath of inaugura- 
tion. To prove this aſſertion, it will be neceſſary to make a 
few quotations from the hiſtory of the middle ages, which 
I hope will be, not only entertaining, but edifying to the 
reader. 

In the ages of midnight darkneſs and ignorance, the 
popes, from very lender beginnings, made monſtrous accu- 
mulations of wealth and power, by working on the ſuper- 
ſtitious credulity of mankind ; and well knowing, that the 
poſſeſſion of them would be inſecure, when reaſon reafſum- 
ed her empire, they endeavoured to impoſe fetters on the hu- 
man mind, by a ſet of new fangled doctrines, as impious as 
they are abſurd. So little idea had the biſhop of Rome of ſu- 
premacy in the 5th century, that when there was a rivalſhi 
for pre-eminence between him and the patriarch of Conſtan- 
tinople, it was reſolved by the 28th canon * of the coun- 
cil of Chalcedon, in the year of Chriſt 451, that the ſame 
rights and honours which had been conferred on the biſhop 

Rome, were due to the biſhop of Conſtantinople, on 
account of the equal dignity and luſtre of the two cities, in 
which thoſe prelates exerciſed their authority. On the cloſe 
of the 6th century, pope Gregory 15t was poſſeſſed of im- 
menſe territories, and yet he had fo little idea of being ſu- 


preme head of the Chriſtian church, that when the biſhop 
of 


his was a general council, 
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of Conitaminople aſſumed that title, he declared in a letter 
to the emperor Mauritius, “ That it was a blaſphemous title, 
« and that none of the Roman pontifts had ever aſſumed fo 
« {ingular a one.” And in a letter to the ſame patriarch, f 
he ſays, „ What wilt thou ſay to Chriſt, the head of the 
« univerſal church, in the day of judgment, who thus en- 
« deavourcſt to ſubject his members to thyſc!t, by this title 
© of univerial ? Who, I aſk thee, doſt thou imitate in 
« this, but the devil?“ And in another letter to the em- 
preſs Conſtantina, f he ſays, « His pride in aſſuming this 
« title, ſhewed the days of antichriſt were at hand.“ 

The ſame pope, who lived about the year 600, and was 
known by the name of Gregory the Great, made the fol- 
lowing acknowledgment :—Agnoſco 1mperatorem a des conce/- 
/um, ren militibus ſalum ſed ſucerdotibus imperari, I acknow- 


« ledge that a prince having his origin from God, is ſu- 


« preme over not only the military, but the ſacerdotal 
« power.” || He alſo called himſelf, with true Chriſtian hu- 
mility, “Servus ſervorum,—the flave of ſlaves.” Now let 
us compare the humility of Gregory the ist, with the arro- 

nce of pope Pius the 5th, in the year 1570, when he 
iſſued a bull of excommunication and depoſition, againſt 
queen Elizabeth ; it begins thus : 


« He that reigneth on high, to whom all power is given, 
cin heaven and earth, hath committed the one holy Catho- 
« lic and apoſtolic church, out of Thich there is no 2 
&« to one alone on earth, namely to Peter, prince of the apoſtles, 
« and to the Roman pontiff, ſucgeſſor of St. Peter, to be go- 
« yerned with a plenitude of power. This one he hath 
e conſtituted prince over all nations, and all kingdoms, that 
« he might pluck up, deſtroy, diſſipate, overturn, plant, and 
« build.” We may compare the Papal power to Virgil's 
deſcription of ſame. 


lagrediturque ſolo, et caput inter nubila conduit. 


At one time creeping humbly on the earth, in the guiſe 
of a poor pilgrim, at another rearing its head in the clouds, 
as 
+ Gregory's Epiſtles. Lib. 4. Ind. 13. p. 137. 
+ Gregory's epis. 38, | 
& Ibid. epis. 34. 
Lib. 2. epis. 94. 


* 


as an inſolent uſurper over all the nations of the earth. The 
claim of the popes to the pontifical chair, depended as little 
on their pretended ſucceſſion to St. Peter, or on their elec- 
tion by the cardinals, or the clergy, as that of one of our 
eccleſiaſtics to a biſhoprick, by the election of the Dean 
and Chapter. One depended as much on the will of the 
emperor, as the other on that of the king. For this reaſon, 
when Gregory the Great, about the year 600, was elected, 
he not withing to be advanced to the pontificate, wrote to 
the emperor Mauritins to excuſe him and to annul it, bur 
the emperor refuſed his requeſt and ratified it. This con- 
tinued till thackofe of the gth century, when on the extinc- 
tion of the race of Charlemagne, Adrian the 3d made a de- 
cree that the popes ſhould be elected without the emperor's 
* conſent. At laſt Charles the Bald, in the year 876, reſign- 
ed to the pope all power and authority over the Roman ſee. 
When this falutary reſtraint of the emperors over the Ro- 
man pontiffs, was withdrawn, their ambition became fo in- 
ordinate, that they aſſumed a power which grew to be for- 
midable to temporal princes, and fatal to the peace of Europe. 
It was maintained by the doctrine of exclufrve ſalvation, 
which was admirably calculated to encreaſe the ſectaries of 


their 


* How ſtropgly his ambition and downfall are deſcribed in Ifaiah, — 
* 0 Lucifer, thou ſaidſt in thy heart, f will aſcend into the heavens, 
above the ſlars of God; 1 will exalt my throne; 1 will aſcend above 
the heights of the clouds; Iwill be like the Moſt High; yet thou art 
„ brought down to hell, I will riſe up againſt thee, aud cut off ſrum 
« Babel thy name and remnant.” 


+ This pope ſoon after obtained precedence before the patriarch of 
Cunſtantinople, in the following manner: The emperor Mauritius and 
his family were murdercd by Phocas, a Centurian in his army, who 
uſurped the throne. Phocas applied to the patriarch to ſanQuon this 
horrid murder and uſurpation; but having 1 ed to do fo, he addreſ-- 
ed himſelſ to pope Gregory, who complied, and obtained, as a reward, 
precedence beſore the patriarch.) Gibbon, the hiſtorian, makes this 
remark on it; * As a ſubje& and a Chriſtian, it was the duty of Gregory 
to acquieſce in the eſtabliſhed government, but the joyful applaute, 
« with which he ſalutes the fortune of the aſſaſſin, has ſullicd with in- 


« delible diſgrace, the character of the ſaint.“ 9 Aud yet this pope 


ſtands bigh in the Romith legend of ſaints. 


| Gregory's 3 epiſtles. lib 11. epis. 28. Maimbaury's hiſtory of the 
Pontificate of Gregory Ist. 

$ Vol 4. page 414. 

} Ciannone's hiſtory of Naples. lib. g. cap. 2. ſec. 2. 
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their communion, and to ſecure thoſe who were already 
within its pale. This doctrine was followed by excommu- 
nication, to which Gregory the 7th, who was advanced to 
the popedom in the year 1073, ſuperadded the terrors of 
perſecution. B theſe dreadful engines, the popes were en- 
abled to excite the ſubjects of ſovereign princes to dethrone, 
and often to murder them, if they refuſed to yield to their 
mperious mandates. The following emperors experienced 
the woeful effects of this ſcourge, from the popes whoſe 
names are annexed, ſome of them having loſt their thrones 
and their lives by it. 


Gregory 7th, excommunicated Henry 3d, A. D. 1056. 


Calixtus 2d, - - Henry 4th, 1120. 
Adrian 4th, - - Frederick - 1168. 
Calixtus 3d, - - Henry 5th - 1195. 
Innocent 3d, - - Ortho - 1219. 
Honorius 3d, and Gregory 9th. J Frederick 2d 1220. 
And Innocent 4th, in . Rs 
Council of Lyons, - - 1245. 


A great number of Sovereign Princes were obliged to 
yield to its irre ſiſtible and deſtructive influence. About the 
year 800, the Pope obtained, or rather claimed, a ſuprema- 
cy over the Chriſtian church in the following manner. He 
procured Charlemagne to be elected Emperor of Rome, in 
return for which he confirmed him in the poſſeſſion of the 
Exarchate of Ravenna, and the Marquiſate of Ancona ;* in 
return for which he ſaluted him as Vicegerent of God, and 
Vicar of Chriſt, and declared that he was not ſubject to any 
human juriſdiction. The popes knowing that they could 
not maintain ſuch extraordinary powers, and keep fach ex- 
tenſive territories, to which they had ſo bad a title, without 
a ſyſtem of terror, adopted the following expedient to en- 
force it. Pope Innocent the 3d, in the year 1215, procured 
the following decree to be paſſed by the 4th Council of Late- 
ran ;+ and the decrees of a Legitimate General Council, 

7 ſuch 


He obtained them in the following manner. About the year 7571, 
Pepin reſolved to dethrone Childeric zd, king of France, his liege ſo- 
vereign ; and pope Zachary agreed to abſolve the French people from 
their oaths of allegiance, and to ſanction this horrid uſurpation, on ob- 


taining theſe territories, which were granted to him by Pepin, father 
vt Charlemagne. 


+ Chapter 3. 


„ 


ſuch as this was, has always been deemed infallible and irre- 
verſible in the Romiſh church. 

Heretics of every kind againſt the true orthodox Catho- 
lic faith ſhall be condemned, and if they ſhall not prove 
their innocence by a proper purgation, they ſhall be exter- 
minated by the ſword ;t and their effects ſhall be confiſcated. 

All ſecular powers ſhall be compelled by eccleſiaſtical 
cenſures, to take an oath to extirpate{ within their reſpect- 


ive territories, ſuch of their ſubjects as ſhall be condemned 


as heretics by the church. 

But if a temporal prince ſhall refuſe to purge his terri- 
tories of heretical pravity, when required to do fo, by the 
metropolitarf and his ſuffragan biſhops, let him be excom- 


municated ; and if he ſhall not make full ſatisfaction in a 


year, let it be notified to the ſovereign pontiff, that he may 
abſolve his ſubjects from their oaths of allegiance, and 
transfer his territories to any other Catholics, who may en- 
joy them without any contradiction, provided they exter- 
minate all heretics in them, and preſerve the purity of the 
Catholic faith. | | 


All Catholics who ſhall take up arms, for the purpoſe of 


* ſuch heretics, ſhall enjoy the ſame Tar, arr 
and. 


and the like privilege with thoſe who viſited the holy 
Human ingenuity could not form a better device, to im- 
poſe the ſhackles of ſuperſtition on the human mind, and 


that univerſal domination over ſovereign princes to which 


the pope aſpired. 
To enſure the execution of this tyrannical decree, the bi- 
ſhops, who may be regarded as the pope's centinels, in every 


ſtate where popery prevailed, were obliged at their inaugu- 


ration, to take an oath, containing the following para- 
graphs : 

The rights, privileges, and authority of the holy Roman 
church, and of our lord the pope, and his ſucceſſors, I will 
be careful to preſerve, defend, enlarge, and promote. All 
heretics, ſchiſmatics and rebels, againſt our ſaid lord, and 
his ſucceſſors, I will to the utmoſt of my power perſecute 
and impugn. 

In 


Anathematis gladio feriantur, are the words in it. 
$ Bcna fide pro Viribus exterminare ſtudebunt. 
|| This means eternal ſalvation, which was promiſed to all who went 
on a eruſade to the holy land. | 


181 


In conſequence of this oath, William Rufus told Archbi- 
ſhop Anſelm that he could not preſerve his allegiance to the 
ope, and his temporal ſovereign at the ſame timez* and 
Cardinal De Retz tells us, that the Pariſians objected to 
the miniſtry of Cardinal Mazarine, for the ſame reaſon. | 

Raymond, Count of Thoulouſe, was the firſt OO 
prince againſt whom this dreadful engine was levelled. His 
ſubjects, commonly called the Albigenſes and Waldenſes, 
happened to obtain, about the cloſe of the 12th century, a 
tranſlation of ſome parts of the New Teſtament ; and be- 
cauſe they endeavoured to conform their tenets and practices 
to the light of the goſpel, which was repugnant to popery, 
they were excommunicated by the pope ; and becauſe Ray- 
mond refuſed to perſecute them, he was deprived of his do- 
minions by the pope's orders; and Simon De Mountfort, . 
General of the Cruſade, was inveſted with them by Inno- 
cent zd, at the Council of Lateran. It is univerſally allow- 

ed, that one million of theſe innocent people were extirpated 
by the ſword and the gibbet, in conformity to the decree of 
that councit. On this occaſion the bloody court of inquiſi- 
tion was eſtabliſhed, and the ſuperintendance of it was com- 
mitted by Gregory IX. in the year 1233, to the Dominican 
frtars- | | 

It is curious to obſerve, that the obtained his territo- 
rics by abſolving the French ſubjects from their oaths of al- 
legiance to Childeric the 3d, A. D. 751, and by ſanctioning 
the uſurpation of Pepin ; and that his holineſs was deprived 
of them by the ſame people who rebelled againſt, and de- 
throned Lewis 16th, 1046 years afterwards. 

When Paſchal II. excommunicated the emperor Henry 
IV. he called upon Robert Count of Flanders, to attac 
him in the following words: Henricum caput hereticcrum & 
eus fautores, pro viribus perſequaris & impugnet. f Hoc tibi et 
militibus tuis precipimus. e order you to attack and per- 
ſecute with all your might, Henry the head of the hererics, 
and his adherents, and theſe commands we give to you and 
your ſoldiers. The only hereſy of which the pope could 
accuſe this innocent prince was, that he oppoſed the pope's 

B claim 
Speed. 441, 442. Memoirs, rart 3d. 


The ſame words uſed in the biſhop's oath, 
$ Paſchal 2d. c. 7. Biucus tom. 7. p. 31 
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claim to the inveſtiture of biſhopricks within his domini- 
ons; and yet his holineſs raiſed the ſon againſt the emperor 
his father, whom he dethroned and threw into a monaſtery, 
where he died of grief. The pope procured this ſentence 
to be firſt voted in the Council of Lateran, A. D. 1102. 

In that ſavage ſcene of butchery, the maſſacre of St. 
Bartholomew, planned with all the coolneſs of deliberation, 
500 gentlemen, and 10,000 perſons of inferior rank, were 
murdered in one night, in Paris alone, becauſe they were 
Prateſtants. Thuanus, a Roman Catholic writer of the 
utmoſt veracity, was preſent, and gives a minute and ſtrik- 
ing account of it, in the 52d book of his celebrated hiſtory. 
The Roman pontiff being informed of it, expreſſed great 
joy, and announced, that the cardinals ſhould return thanks 
to the Almighty for ſo ſignal an advantage obtained for the 
holy See, and that a jubilee ſhould be obſerved all over 
Chriſtendom.* 

Sixtus V. excommunicated Henry III. of France as a he- 
retic, becauſe he ſpared the blood of his Proteſtant ſubjeRts, 
and he granted nine years indulgence to 1 his people 
who would bear arms againſt him; upon this Jacque Cle- 
ment, a friar, mu him in his palace. At a public 
conſiſtory held at Rome, the pope applauded in a long pre- 
meditated ſpeech, the vigtue and the firmneſs of the 
friar, declaring that his fervent zeal towards God, ſurpaſſed . 
that of Judith and Eleazer, and that this aſſaſſination was 
brought about by the ordinance of divine Providence. Of 
the man — under the ſanction of the pope to 
murder Queen Elizabeth, I ſhall mention but two. Robert 
Parſons and Edward Campion, two prieſts who conſpired to 
murder that princeſs, obtained for themſelves and all the 
Papiſts in England, a diſpenſation from the rigorous obſer- 
vance of the bull fulminated againſt her by Pope Pius V. 
It permitted them to appear obedient and reſpectful to her, 
till their party was ſtrong enough to riſe againſt her. It 
ends thus: higheſt pontiff granted the foreſaid graces 
&« to father Robert Parſons and Edward Campion, who are 
* now to take their way to England, the 14th of April, 

1586,” 
Acts and Monuments. 


* Thuanus, lib. 63. ſec. 4. 
+ Thuanus, vol. 4. 767, 768. 


3 


41586.“ But the holy fathers were detected, arreſted, 
and hanged. The diſpenſation was found upon them.— 
William Parry, a Roman Catholic gentleman, was encou- 
raged by Palmio, a Jeſuit, and Campeggio the pope's nun- 
cio, to murder that princeſs ; for which the cardinal pro- 
cured him the pope's abſolution, and paternal benediction. 
Having been diſcovered and arreſted, he revealed the whole 
plot; and his evidence was confirmed by Cardinal Como's 
letter found upon him.4 In this letter the cardinal tells 
him, „ and to the end you may be ſo much the more hol- 
6c x0 by that good ſpirit which hath moved you thereunto, 
« his holineſs doth grant you plenary indulgence, and re- 
« miſhon of fins, aſſuring you, that beſides the merit you 
« ſhall therefore receive in heaven, his holyneſs will further 
« make himſelf your debtor, to acknowledge and requite 
« your deſervings. || Mr. Digby, an Engliſh gentleman of 
the popiſh perſuaſion, was difcovered to be concerned in the 
gun- powder plot, for blowing up the king and the parlia- 
ment. In a letter to his wife, he ſays, “if I thought there 
had been the leaſt fin in the plot, I would not have' been of 
it for all the world, and nothing but a zeal for God's reli- 
gion drew me into it.“ In the towns. of Toulon, Tho- 
louſe, Niſmes, and Montauban, and the country contiguous 
to them, there are great numbers vf Proteſtants, who en- 
joyed the unreſtrained exerciſe of their 1 ſubſequent 
to the revolution. In the year 1791, the Roman Catholies 
of thoſe towns, inſtigated by their prieſts, publiſhed an in- 
flammatory addreſs againſt their Proteſtant — at that 

ious ſeaſon, when celebrated the maſſacre of the Al- 
bigenſes and Waldenſes. f On the 18th of April, 1791, 2 
large party of theſe fanatics aſſembled in the great hall of 
the Auguſtins, at Montauban, and adjourned thence to the 
| houſe of a Mr. Du Barry, the apoſtle of this cruſade. The 
Proteftants without exception ſerved in the national 
and were very ſtrenuous in the cauſe of liberty; and yet this 
mob of bigots ſhewed a ſanguinary ſpirit againſt them, and 
a deſire to extirpate them, as infidels and heretics. 


B 2 purſued 
t Speed, 871. | 


$ Hume, vol. 5. p. 265. 

1882 bliſhed by Se 0 
* Digby's papers, publiſhe cretary Coventry, 
t Which they did annually. 
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purſued a troop of dragoons, conſiſting moſtly of Proteſt. 
ants, into a guard-houſe, where they continued a well dirctt- 
ed fire on them. In vain they hung ont a white flag, ks «' : 
token that they implored clemency ; five of them were killeg 
in the act of ſubmiſhon ;. and the whote of them wauld have 

butchered, but that the regiment of Langucdoc arrived 
in time for their relief, and conducted them, coyered with 
blood and wounds, to the common priſon, while the ent 
ged and fanatic multitude brutally afked for their heads. 
At Niſmes, where the Proteſtants formed one fourth of yhe 
people, many of them were maſſacred ; and on the election 
of the municipality, the prieſts were aſſiduouſſy employed in 
ſwearing the people not to vote for Proteſtants, whom th 


marked by the appellation of blacks. It is ſingular that this 
fanguinary ſpirit ſhould appear in the prieſts, and their 


flocks, at that time, as there were five commiſhoners actu- 
ally employed in that country, by the Convention, in taking 
meaſures for the aonfiſcation of the property of the clergy, 
and the total ſubverſion of their order he very ſame 


Ayſtem which the pope adopted in the Council of Lateran, 


in the year 1215, to extend and ſecure his monſtrous en- 


_eroachments all over Chriſtendom, was, introduced into - 


gland in the year 1405. The Saxon church was free from, 
and had no connexion with, the Romiſh See till the congue 4 
in the year 1066; and though the Britiſh monarchs reſiſted, 
and the parliament enacted many laws againft the ſupremacy 3 
of the Roman pontiff, the monks gradually and filently, in- 
- Fuſed the Papal ſuperſtitions into the maſs of the people. 
'The oppreſſion and extortion of the Roman clergy | EY e 
at laſt ſo great, that the people of England manifeſted 2 
ſtrong deſire to confiſcate their property, and to 
all connexion with the holy ſee, in the reigns of Edward N 
Richard II. and Henry IV. The Commons in a body wa- 
ed on the latter in the year 1404, and addreſſed him to ſeiae 
the revenues of the clergy, and to convert them to the be- 
ne fit of the ſtate. But the clergy availed themſelves of the 
peculiarity of his ſituation, to rivet the ſhackles of | 
on the people of England much ſtronger than ever. 
IV. having obtained the crown by the commiſſion of treaſon 
aud murder, wat very obſequious to the clergy, whoſe 
ſanction 


Annual Regiſter, 1791, p. 84. 
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ſanction he conſidered as neceſſary to varniſh over the enas- 
mity of his crimes, and to confirm his uſurpation; as they 
were very numerous, their property was immenſe, and they 
were regarded with ſuperſtitious reverence by e þefotted 


multitude., Early in life, he had favoured the Jofnnes of 
Wickliffe, and When advanced to the throne, he, at the in- 
ſtance of the eceleſiaſties, prevailed on the parliament to 


paſs a law, by which it was enacted, that any heretic who 


refuſed to abjure his opinions, thould be tried by a. biſhop, 


or his commer, and condemned to the flames; and the 


king was to iff is Writ de heretico comburemda, by which the 


ſheriff was commanded to execute the ſentence. ** 


Sautre, roctor of St. Oſithes, in London, was the farſt 


Britiſh nation would have renounced, at 


ſon who ſuffered under this ſanguinary law in 1405. 
this period, the ſu- 


| n of popery, but for this dreadful engine of perſe- 


| which the cler 


reſtored divine 


council, that ſhe 5 permit 


was as terrific as the inquiſitiog, and under 
continued to burn great numbers of the 

. followers of KETY N doctrines om — to 
the pure principles of chriſtianity, till the re at 
once put an end to witqhcraft, necromancy and popery, and 
cal truth. Queen Mary gave her 

— 22 an open declaration in 
to purſue, any fuck ro- 


ſubjects the ſtrong 


ligion as their conſcience ſhould dictate 3 but when ſhe was 


firmly eſtabliſhed on her throne, the zealouſiy 


promoted the 


buruing of her Proteſtant ſubjects.“ Her conduct on this 


occaſion, was conſonant to a decree of a council held at To- 


ledo, f which, agreeable to that of the council of Lateran, 


A. D. 1215; required all temporal ne graph + their 


territories o 


heretical pravity, and neglected to do 


fo, the pope was to ſolve or ſubjects — ode oaths of 
_ allegiance, and their dominions were to be given bo; Cathe- 


lies. 


After what I have ſtated, I think the reader will be con- 


vinced of the bold and groundleſs aſſertions of Veritas, and 


how little credit is to be given to them when he ſays, page 
12, « My object is to ſhew, that the ſanguinary crimes of 


a mad and ruthleſs mob, Joſt as they were to every, ſenſe 


« of 


» Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, lib. a,. P- 23 
+ Tom. 148, 149. | 
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n of religion or civilization, cannot be juſtly imputed to the 
« religious tenets of Catholics, on any ground, as Verax 
« would imply.” Doctor Troy ſays, in his Paſtoral Letter, 
publiſhed in 1798, * the religious principles of Roman Ca- 
« tholics being unchangeable, they are applicable to all 
te times.” | | 

This poſition is ſtriftly true, and we find them equally 
deſtructive againſt the Albigenſes and Waldenſes in the 
13th century, againſt the Proteſtants at Paris in the 16th, 
in the expulſion. of the Moors from Spain, in the Iriſh re- 
bellion in 1641, againſt the Proteſtants of France in 1791, 
in the maſſacre on Vinegar Hill, in the barn of Sculla- 
bogue,* on the bridge of Wexford, and in the general car- 
nage of Proteſtants which took place in that once peaceful 
and happy county, on which ſuch an indelible ſtain hs been 


caſt, by the ſanguinary ſpirit of popery, that every real 


friend to his country ſhould wiſh, that its very name were 
expun 
holy 


ce at preſent, to a crocodile, or to one of the | 


ed, and even amputated, yet, in his expiring efforts, he 


deals deſtruction with the vibrations of his tail. Now 1 © 


would aſk Feritas, from whom did that « mad and ruthlefs 


mob“ imbibe the principles which produced thoſe ſangui- 


nary crimes? I ſhould ſuppoſe from the devil, if I were 
not ſure that they came from the popiſh prieſts. It has been 
proved by the affidavits of many different perſons, who 
were compelled to attend the rebel camps, that it was a 
univerſal axiom among the rebel ſoldiers, that a Roman ca- 
tholic would enſure ſalvation by killing three Proteſtants ; 
and behold the dreadful effects of it! In the 13th 

a ſimilar reward was held out to ſuch perſons as would kill a 
certain number of the Albigenſes and Waldenſes. The fpi- 
rit of popery is equally deſtructive, at all times, and in all 
places, | 


Like the Pontic ſea, 


Whoſe icy current and compulſive courſe, 
Ne'er feels retiring ebb. SHAKESPEARE. 


Doctor Troy, in a paſtoral letter, publiſhed in the year 


_ 17933 


Its rietor found 184 bodies in it, which were burned alive, and 
37 which were ſhot outſide. | 


from the map of Ireland. We may compare tk 


ſerpent's of Africa, who though his head is bruiſed, batter- 


3 

1793, tells us, that excluſive ſalvation is an eſtabliſhed doc- 
trine of his church, and that it is perfectly innoxious. Its 
baneful effects have appeared in every region of Europe, 
where popery has exiſted; and every perſon capable of re- 
flecting muſt perceive, that it is repugnant to the moral and 
phyſical perfections of the Deity, ſubverſive of his attributes 
of wiſdom, juſtice, and mercy, which are the main pillars 
of the divine adminiſtration of this world, and that it is 
bkely to end in atheiſm ; for any perſon that can be brought 
to debaſe, and diſparage the Almighty, ſo far as to ſay, * 
he is ſo unwiſe, ſo unjuſt, and ſo unmerciful, as to ordain, 
that a very ſmall portion of his creatures ſhall enjoy eternal 
happineſs, and that the remainder ſhall be doomed to eternal 
puniſhment, becauſe they happen to differ with them in 
ſame trifling tenets and ceremonies, will ſoon, probably, be- 
come Atheiſts. The dreadful carnage which has taken 
in France and Ireland, verifies an obſervation made by 
the wiſeſt man, that Atheiſm and groſs ſuperſtition never 
fail to produce the ſame effects. I think we may apply to 
this abſurd and uncharitable doctrine, what ithop 
Tillotſon did to tranſubſtantiation, « That it is a mil, a 
« round the neck of Popery, which will one day drown it.. 
While on this ſubject, I think it right to inform the reader, 
that the doctrine of tranſubſtantiation was not invented till 
the gth century, and that it was vehemently oppoſed by the 
— eminent divines of that period, particularly John Sco- 
tus Erigena, Rabanus Maurus, Archbiſhop of Mentz, and 
Bertram; and in the 11th century, by Berengarius. The 
pope's ſupremacy was not eſtabliſhed, nor even thought of, 
till the 8 — when Charlemagne ſaluted his holineſs 
as V icegerent » Vicar of Chriſt, Succeſſor of St. Peter, 
and ſuperior £4 all earthly 4 in — his hav- 
ing him elected emperor of Rome. This is a curious arti- 
cle of hiſtory, which the reader may ſee in the Univerſal 
Hiſtory, in Barrow on the Supremacy, in Gibbon's Decline 
of the Roman Empire, in Moſheim's Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, 
or in Puffendorf's Abridgement of Hiſtory. 

To make the public believe, that the perſecution of Pro- 
teſtants was by no means in the contemplation of the rebels, 
Veritas infinuates, that there were but three perſons put to 


death in Wexford, from the 3oth of May to the 2oth of 
9 June, 


( 


June, ind that of theſe, two were Roman catholics. Ou 
the 3oth of May, John Boyd, Thomas Sparrow, and one 
Hadden, a porter, were aſſaſſinated in the town. Henry 
Box, a ſhoe-maker, and a man of the name of Cook, on 
the 3 1st, contiguous to it. Now it is well known, that 
the two Roman catholics were put to death, merely becaufe 
they had done their duty in giving evidence againſt ſome 
rebels ;. and particularly againit one Dixon, a prieſt, who 
had been 2a notorious traitor ; and ſuch was their deteſtation 
of them, that in order to encreaſe the ignominy of their 
deaths, they had them executed by Proteſtants, whom they 
branded with the appellation of 13 Veritas ſays,.— 
«That none of theſe murders,-fave thoſe of the two Catho. 
«.lics,, came to the knowledge of the clergy, until they were 
c. perpetrated.” This proves that they were conſenting to 
the immolation of theſe victims,“ for their holy church. 
For it is acknowledged, that they had previous knowledge 
of this aſſaſſination, and it is: well known, that they were 
tied. with all the ſolemnity of deliberation. © Now, if father 
Corrin-could ſave ſeventeen victims on the 20th of- June, 
from the rebel blood-hounds, why did he not reſcue thoſe 
two men? The truth is, they were conſidered as enemies 
tothe holy church, becauſe their evidence tended to ſupport” 
ſdcial order under a Proteſtant or heretical ſtate. In con- 
tratliction to what Veritas aſſerts, that there were but three 
s put to death in Wexford from the 3oth of May to 
tke zock of June, Fack/on iu his narrative ſays, page 31,— 
« On the day that information was received of the rebels 
being defeated at Roſs (which defeat took place on the 
ny of June) to revenge the loſs, fifteen of the Wex-' 
rd, and ten of the Enniſcorthy people, were ordered out 
of the gavl, that he was dragged into the yard, where he 
found his unhappy comrades on their knees.” Jackſon then 
ſays, that father Corrin. arrived, and fo far influenced the 
rebels, as to prevail on them to return into the gaol the fif- 
teen W men; but for thoſe from Enmiſcorthy, he 
could obtain no remiſhon. Thus Fack/on, on whole veracity 
_ Feritas relies, acknowledges, that theſe ten priſoners were 
maſſacred, as ſoon as the defeat at Roſs was known at Wex- 
| ford, 


rue Tarage Pikemen knelt down, prayed ſome time, and croſſed 
tut mſelves, before they butchered them. 


67 
ford, which muſt have been a day or two at moſt after that 
event, as theſe towns are but nineteen miles aſunder. . 
ritas quotes the narrative of Charles Fackſon, and admits the 
truth of his aſſertions; and he ſays, page 31, that during 
the two firſt days. of his confinement, many priſoners were 
taken out of the gaol, a few at a time, and being carried to 


the camp, were piked. Fackſon was impriſoned the 3 rst of 


May. 

— ſays, „It is notorious to every man in Wexford, 
« while in poſſeſſion of the rebels (and many loyal“ men 
« who remained there during that period) that the Catholic 
« clergymen never ceaſed, by every argument they could ad- 
« duce, and by all the influence and authority they could be 
c ſuppoſed to poſſeſs with a ſanguinary and infuriated rabble, 
« to deprecate the effuſion of human blood, — and this from 
cc the altars, in the public ſtreets, at the priſons, and where- 
« ever, or whenever, they could perceive any intention af 
« committing the horrid crime of murder.” I have myſelf 
converſed with many perſons, both Roman catholics and 
Proteſtants, who were in Wexford during that period, an 
they uniformly aſſured me, that the authority of the 
generals, viz. Harvey + and Keugh, had early and totally 
declined, that the clergy were the only perſons there, pol- 
ſeſſed of any influence, and that the revered them, 
not as men, but as gods : that in the ſtreets they bowed low 


to them, with their hats off, and continued ſo while they 


were in their fight ; and that they never met Doctor Cavl- 
field, without falling on their knees, and receiving his bene- 
diction. On the trial of General Roach, lately held at 
Wexford, - Mr. Goodhall, a yeoman, who had been led to 
execution on the bridge, ſwore that no perſon at Wexford 
could have prevented the effuſion of blood, but the priefts. 
After the molt minute inveſtigation, I never could diſcover a 
difference of opinion on this point. On the contrary, it has 
appeared, from many collateral ſacts, that they ſeldom ex- 

C | erted 

* By i wa was impri was deſtined 

Fd. - e in the towu was impriſoned, and deſtined for 


t The former was * becauſe he would not give orders for 
burning the barn at Scullabogue, and the life of the latter -was often 
threatened, as an Orangemau. The rebels were o. ten heard to ſay in, 


the ſtreets, that they could not have luck ot grace while there were any 
heretics in their army. 
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erted that authority which they unqueſtionably had, to fave 
the lives of the unfortunate Proteſtants. On Trinity Sun- 
day, the 3d of June, General Keugh informed the rebels 
when on parade, that Dector Caulfield had ordered a ſer- 
mon to be preached, ſuited to the times, and to their ſitua- 
tion, and that they might repair to the chapel to hear it de- 
livered. Having accordingly marched them thither, father 
Roach, | chaplain to the doctor, preached a ſermon, part of 
which was addreſſed to the Proteſtants, who, from motives 
of fear, had appeared there as proſelytes to Popery, and 
part to the rebel pikemen. I give ſome paragraphs of it, 
as related by different perſons who were preſent. He ſaid 
to the Proteſtants 
« You come here, more from motives of fear than ſincere 
* converſion, but I tell you, that unleſs you are ſincere, 
« will all be murdered.” Then addreſſing himſelf to the 
' Pikemen : « For above an hundred years you have ſuffered 
much from the cruelty and opprefhon of the Proteſtants, 
« yet I would adviſe you to ſpare theſe poor people, and to 
« deſtroy none but your enemies, though you have ſuffered, 
< and are ſtill ſuffering, much from the Proteſtants. You 
« are fighting in the cauſe of God, “ of your religion, and 
for your rights. You have Jone much towards ſucceed- 
ing, but there remains a great deal more to be done. You 
have put your hand to the plough, and you muſt not ſtop * 
till you have obtained your object.” He {ſtrongly diſfuad- 
ed his flock from attempting to make proſclytes,+ becauſe, 
he ſaid, that the Proteſtants could not be ſincere. From 
what he ſaid before, we can eafily perceive his motive for 
diſſuading his ſectaries from making converts. A diſcourſe, 


ſomewhat ſimilar, was delivered from the altar on the 10th | 3 


day of June; and on the ſame day, a proclamation was read 
from the altar, offering a reward for the apprehenſion of 
George Ogle,t James Boyd, Hawtrey White, and A. H 


* The Mahometans, as well as the Papiſts, maintain, thagevery per- 
ſon who is not of their religion is an cnemy to God, and that wben 
they are fighting agaiaſt ſuch, they arc Gghting in the cauſe of God. 
Ockley's Hiſtory of the Saracens, vol. 1. p. 198, 228. 

+ Many Roman Catholics perſuaded their Proteſtant friends and 
relations to become Papiſts, to ſave their lives, but the prieſts would 
not be trifled with. | 

The firſt is member for the city of Dublin. The ſecond for the 
town of Wexford. 


_ 
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Jacob, esqrs. four magiſtrates of diſtinguiſhed loyalty. In 
the ſermon preached on this day, he told the pikemen that 
they would be all murdercd, unleſs they ſucceeded ; and 
he defired the prieſts to make no more proſelytes, as they 
could not be fincere. On the 15th day of June, it was an- 
nounced from the altar, that a particular day was to be ob- 
ſerved as a faſt for the ſucceſs of the war. Col. Le Hunte, 
and many other reſpectable perſons, were preſent when 
thoſe ſermons were preached ; and I will appeal to the can- 
dour of the public, whether they could have been delivered 
without the knowledge and privity of Doctor Caulfield. 
The town of Wexford and the rebel camps, were conſtant- 
ly attended by great numbers of prieſts, who animated and 
exhorted the rebels by inflammatory and ſangumary haran- 
gues, f and ang ſaid maſs for them. The truth is, they 
believed that the riſing was general alt over Ireland, that 


Dublin was in the hands of the rebels, and that a complete 


ſubverſion of the Proteſtant ſtate, and a ſeparation 
England, which they had meditated, muſt take place. 
+ Charles Fackſon ſays, in his narrative, page 65, * That 
« the Wexford clergy, not only from the altar, but in 


cc place, and on all occaſions, ſtrove to difſuade the rebels 
=. maſſacring their Proteſtant fellow- ſubjects. But 


how could he know this, as he was a cloſe prifoner in the 
gaol from the 318t of May till the 245st of June, when the 
ing's troops arrived? Beſides, great deduQtions are to be- 
made from what he ſays on this point, as he is married to a. 
Papiſt. | N 2 
Many reſpectable perſons, and ſome of them Papiſts, 
have declared without reſerve, that the Popiſh clergy could 
have prevented any one individual from fuffering, even by 
a n of their finger. This was the expreſhon they made. 
ule of. N . 
Veritas denies, „That the Roman catholic clergy, then 
in Wexford, poſſeſſed one atom of authority, except that 
« ſpiritual authority they ordinarily poſſeſs over the loyal, 
< peaceable, and amenable of their. communion, very few 
« of whom then remained in Wexford, to aid the wo— 
C 2 &« of 


+ See Grandy's affidavit in Jackſon's Narrative, containing the ha- 
zangues of Father Murphy, a pariſh prieſt, encouraging the extirpa- 
von of heretics, in the edition printed by J. Jones. 
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« of the clergy in tepreſſing an ungevernable banditti 5” 

and yet he admits, that father Corrin was able to reſtrain 
that ungovernable banditti, when they were butchering their 
Proteſtant priſoners on the bridge. So much for the reaſon- 
of Veritat, This argument, like 2 weapon in the hand 

of an awkward perſon, recoils, and wounds him who wields 
It. Now if he had influence enough to do fo at ſeven o'clock 
in the evening, when their thirſt for blood was inſatiable, 
why did he not exert it at two o'clock, when the bloody 
work began at the gaol, which is in the town, and where 
ſome victims were immolated before they proceeded to the 
bridge? but to palliate the lateneſs of his interference, Veri- 
fas aſſerts, . That Doctor Caulfield, Mr. Corrin, and every 
« Catholic clergyman at Wexford, were utterly ignorant of 
any buſineſs ef blood, either done or intended, on the 
« tragic day of the maſſacre on Wexford bridge, until Mr, 
« Carrin, while at dinner, 'received a meſſage from Mr. 
« Kellet, —_— he might haſten to him, with all poſhble 
« ſpeed.” Now Iappeal every perſon capable of reaſon · 
clergy could alone remain 1gno« 

01 the rebels, when it was an- 


nounoed an hour before the maſſacre began, by a _—_— 


with a white croſs on it, which was carried 
town in on, an which with ES 
perſon « humanity This dreadful ſcene of carnage conti- 
nued for five hours. The victims were carried from the 


2 the bridge, through the main ſtreet, in numbers 
rom 


ten to twenty, ſurrounded by the ruthleſs pikemen, 
and each proceſſion was preceded by that doleful harbinger 
of death, the Mack flag. In this manner, they butchered 
NINETY-FIVE PROTESTANTS, and ſome of them 
gentlemen of diſti worth. Could this tragic ſcene 
have continued ſo many hours, without the knowledge of 
any one individual in ſo ſmall a town as Wexford? The 
idea is abſurd j but the truth is, no perſons are ſo blind or 


lo deaf, as thoſe who are unwilling to ſee or to hear. It is a 
tact univerſally known, that a perſon of humanity went to 


Doctoꝛ Caulfield, and 'beſought him to interfere, when the 
rebels were about to take out the priſoners to execution, and 
chat he poſitively refuſed tw. do fo, but promiſed that he 
would ſend bis ns a father Roach, for that 2 


owever, 


—_ .* A ³ . 
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however, he never interfered. The friars were warned of 
it, by an inhabitunt of Wexford, who implored them to 
command the rebels to defiſt ; but they anſwered, that they 
would recommend, but not command them to do ſo; yet 
they never interfered. Though DoQtor Caulficld would not 
exert himſelf to prevent the effuſion of blood on the bridge, 
he repaired to Lord Kingſborough's lodgings, and diſplayed 
that authority he was known to poſſeſs, in ſaving his life; 
and it is univerſally believed, that his motive for doing fo 


was this :—Should a reverſe of fortune take place, he was 


a valuable hoſtage, and the Popiſh might have derived 
the moſt important advan from having ſaved the life of 
a perſon of his rank and influence. In the evening, after 
the maſſacre was over, a number of pikemen returning from 
the bridge, fell on their knees, and received his benediction. 
This is a fact univerſally known. The interference of father 
Corrin happened thus: He chriftened a child the morning 
of the maſſacre for Mrs. Kellet, who is of the Popiſh per- 
ſuaſion, and he promited to fave her huſband's life; and 
when Mr. Kellet was led out to execution, he ſent a meff: 

to Mr. Corrin, to apprize him of the imminent danger 


was in; on which he repaired to the bridge, and reſcued 


him. This evinces the plenitude of his power, which, if 
exerted at an earlier period, might have ſaved many valuable 
lives. Different perſons at that time in Wexford, and ſome 
who lived near the bri have unanimouſly xclared, that 
a perſon approached it in great haſte, and cried out, « To 
« arms! as a reinforcement was neceſſary at V megar-hill, 
« towards which the king's troops were advancing :” that 
immediately the rebels diſperſed, crying aloud, « To 
« camp! to camp! to Vinegar-hill! come on, boys!— 
« thank God, we have ſent theſe ſouls to hell” That fa- 
ther Corrin did not arrive at the bridge till after this event 
took place.* A perſon of the utmoſt veracity, who was 
led out to execution, and narrowly eſcaped, has poſitively 
aſſerted, that he believes father Corrin would not have inter- 
fered at all, but that he imagined there Was a complete re- 
verſe of fortune, in conſequence of the alarm occaſioned by. 
the arrival of the meſſenger from Vinegar-hill. * 


* We will allow Father Corrin the merit of havi prevented Mr. 
Kellet from being remanded to priſon, and no — 


ts 


able lady, who reſided during the rebellion, near the bid 
wrote an exact diary of every thing that paſſed, and ſhe 
ſays in it, „That ſoon after the maſlacre ceaſed, Mr. —, 
« one of the committee for proviſions, came to us: he was 
cc like ourſelves, half dead with horror, and declared, that 
te he entreated the prieſts to come down with their crucifixes 
« and prevent the maſſacres, but they all refuſed. We told 
cc him, that father Broe ſaid he had ſaved nineteen perſons. 
This Mr. denied, and ſaid it was the expreſs that 
tc ſaved them.” 
FJacbſon, on whoſe veracity Veritas relies ſo much, ſays, 
Page 34, That while they were torturing Gurley on the 


ridge, general Roach rode up in great haſte, and bid them 


beat to arms, ſaying, * That Vinegar-hill was beſet, and 
that reinforcements were wanting z” that this operated like 
lightening on the rebels, who left Jackſon and the other vic- 


tims on their knees : that the (conſiſting of more wo- 
men than men) which had been ſpeQators, alſo inſtantly 
in every direction, ſuppoſing the king's troops 


were at hand: that the priſoners, fupified with re- 
mained ſome time on their knees,“ without making any ef. 


fort to eſcape: that the rebel guard ſoon returned, took 


them back to gaol, f telling them that they ſhould not eſcape 
any longer than the next day, when neither man, woman, 
nor child, of the Proteſtants, ſhould be left alive. 


Veritas ſay, „ That the charge againſt the unfortunate | 
« ſufferers, was not their being Proteſtants, but the motive 


<« profeſſed by their murderers, whether true or falſe, was, 


ce that they were orangemen ; and elſewhere, that it was againſt - 


« a political, and not a religious ſet of Proteſtants.” This 


artful attempt to hide the grim, the hideous, the Gorgon 


viſage of Popery, with a political maſk, while 8 
| my 


*-This clearly proves that ſome of the priſoners might not have 


known the real cauſc of the diſperſion of the rebels, and of their qwn 
preſervation. f 


reconducted to priſon ; but why did he not extend his humanity in 
ſame manner to the other priſoners? This ſhewed manifeſt partial 
in favour of Mr. Kellet, who had a Popiſh wife. If Father Cor 
could fave the lives of the other priſoners, he might have prevented 
them from bring remanded to priſon. 


t The rebels in this inſtavee took off the maſk. 


+ It is certain that father Corrin prevented Mr. Rellet from F 
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1 
fury againſt Proteſtants in general, fermented in her boſom; 
and ſhe held a dagger in her hand ready to ſhed their blood, 
is perfectly conſonant to that diſſimulation which is peculiar 
to the Popiſh ſuperſtition. 

It is certain, that there exiſted ſome bitter feuds between 
the Preſbyterians and the Defenders, in the county of Ar- 
magh, for ſome years before the rebellion broke out, and 
that many lives were loſt on both ſides, when their paſſions 
were inflamed. The Defenders * were regularly organized 
into clubs and ſocieties, ſo early as the year 1789, in that 
county, and they committed many outrages in the year 1791, 
witneſs the Barclay family, who were maſſa with fa- 
vage barbarity, at Forkhill, on the 3oth of January of that 
year. Some other Proteſtant families were maffacred there 
about the ſame time, and Mr. Hudſon, the clergyman of 
that pariſh, was fired at twice. 

The Defenders were a Popiſh danditti, whoſe profeſſed 
object was to deprive the 3 In con- 


ſequence of many outra — 

human nature, the — and and grand- jury 

2 Armagh, — into the following at 
Summer aſſizes of 1791:— 


Having talen the flate of the county of Armagh into FA 
rat ion, n Me plats we do umami- 
mouſly agree, that a rag e among t Roman catholics, for ille- 
al ly arming themſelves, has 7 late talen place, and 1s . 
alarming. In order then, to put a 4 2 proceedings, and 
7 reftore tranquillity, we ' do pleds to each 4 be 
magiſtrates, and individuali, and " er a reward of five 
guineas, for the conviftion of each of the firft twenty perſons, i- 
legally aſſembled, and armed as aforeſaid. 

This banditti ſoon ſpread themſelves over moſt of the 
counties of Leinſter and Ulſter, and exerciſed nocturnal 
aſſaſſination and plunder, till the end of the year 1795, or 
the beginning of 1796, when they coaleſced with, and be- 
came auxiliaries to the United kidunen. In the year 1792, 

plundered, or attacked 182 houſes in the of 
Louth. At the Spring aſſizes for that county, held at 
Dundalk, twenty-one enders were ſentenced. to die, 
twenty- 


* They did not afſume the title of Deferiders till ſome time after. 
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twenty-five to be tranſported, twelve to be impriſoned a cer- 
tain time, for having conſpired to murder different perſons, 
thirteen indicted for murder, put off their trials, and bench 
warrants were iſſued againſt eighty Defenders, who ab- 
In he month of ] large body of th 
| e anuary, 1793, 2 em 
attacked a detachment of 2 418t. regiment, when on their 
march, at Petersville, in the county of Meath. In the 
fame month, a company of that regiment, while on their 
march, was wantonly affaulted by 2 large party of Defen- 
ders, well armed, in the county of Leitrim, between Ma- 
nor-Hamilton and Carrick-on-Shannon. In the month of 
February of the ſame year, a detachment of the 8th regi- 
— 2 attacked 8 in the county of 
In ſhort, in the years 1251 1794, 1795, and 1796, the 
counties of Done » Roſcommon, 
Cavan, Fermanag Hats Meath and "Dublin, . were 
agitated to an alarming degree. The ſpeech of Lord Weſt- 
morland ta both houſey = x on the 16th of Au- 
guſt, 1793, bears vocal teſtimony of their rebellious 
and turbulent diſpoſition. At laſt, the Proteſtants of the 
county of — rceiving, that unleſs they united for 
their prefervation, t could not withſtand this ' Popiſh 
danditti, who were impelled by fanaticiſm, and organized 
into clubs, inſtituted orange ſacteties for their defence, in the 
year 1794. As the paſſions of both parties were very much 
inflamed, many lives were loſt in the conflicts which enſu- 
ed between them. It is to be lamented, that the Orange- 
men in that county, who obtained a decided ſuperiority 
over their antagoniſts, puſhed their revenge to an extreme z 
for they drove great numbers a, the Defenders into the pro- 
vince of Connaught, in the year 1796. From the _ 
of the reſpectable din of i ty of Mayo, it 
that all the Defenders who mw thither, were 
virulent republicans, and drenched with- ſuperſtitious cre- 
dulity, being all of the ſcapnlar order: and I have been well 
informed, that they took the lead among the rebels who 
joined the Freneh. In the year 1795, cy of Pool, 
| an 


* The King's troops thus affaultcd on their march were not Qrangemca. 
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and the country contiguous to it, were much infeſted by 
the Defenders. In the Summer ſ of that year, they raiſed 
2 mutiny in the garriſon of the metropolis, which put it in 
imminent danger; and might have been fatal to it, but for 
the ſeaſonable reinforcement which arrived there from the 
camp of Lehaunſtown. Their intemperate zeal overcame 
their prudence ſo far, that the guard marching from the bar- 
rack to the Caſtle, was attacked by them on IP 
and an attempt was made to wrench the colours from the 
officer that accompanied it. A dragoon, detached from the 
Caſtle to the Lord Lieutenant, then reſident at the Park, 
with intelligence of this event, was ſeized by the rebels, 
cruelly beaten by them, and narrowly eſcaped aſſaſſination. 
Many thouſands of theſe rebels, to r ſtrength by 
their numbers, marched through city of Dublin, at- 
tending a ſham funeral, on the 3oth of April, 1797. In 
that year, their ſeditious meetings wore ſo frequent, they 
committed ſuch outrages, and their numbers encreaſed to 


ſuch a degree, that in the month of January, 1798, and 


not before, the Proteſtants of Dublin thought it prudent'to 
unite for their vation, and to prevent the conſtitution 
ſu . openly declared, that the 
object of the Orange clubs was tg maintain ſocial or- 
der, and to protect the hves and of all his majes- 
ty's loyal ſubjects, from the ſpirit of anarchy and outrage, 


-which had for ſome time threatened them. A few Orange 


clubs were inſtituted in the years 1796 and 1797, in fome 


towns of Leinſter and Ulſter, from the ſame prudential 


motives z and they openly declared, that the object of their 
union was fimilar to thoſe formed in the metropolis. Not 
only their declarations, but their conduct, unqueſtionably 
evinced, that their views were merely ana for ex- 
cept in the county of Armagh, never, as ngemen, 
attacked or bing any of 5 ker foo ſubjects; and yet 
the Popiſh members of the Iriſh Union, and particularly 
the prieſts, knowing that they, by their united ftren 
would form a firm barrier againſt the progreſs of rebellion, 
denounced them as enemies to the Catholics, and declared 
that their extirpation was the only object of their inſtitu- 
3 | tion 3 
+ All this time Doctor Huſſey was very buſy at Lehaunſtown camp, 
in preaching to the ſoldiers. 
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tion; and this in many parts of Leinſter and Munſter, 
where Orangemen were never known to exiſt, The viru- 
lent eppolition given to the eſlabliſhment of the Yeomanry 
in Dublin, in the year 1796, by Messrs. K. & B. anc many 
other members of the Revoluttonary Catholic Committee, 
of 1792, flowed from the fame motive, and proved, that they 
were equally hoſtile to every inſtitution which could have 
any tendency to prevent the ſubverſion of the conſtitution, 
At all events, this falſe and malicious report of the deſigns 
of the Orangemen, produced the deſired effect, an mdiſcri- 
minate — of Proteſtants, where the military or yeo- 
manry could not protect them. a 
The ferocious rebels often confeſſed, when interrogated, 
that they never had ſeen, aiid could not deſcribe an Orange- 
man; and thus their diſguiſe was eaſily feen through, by 
thoſe whaſe minds were not clouded with prejudices, or in- 
flamed by fanaticiſm. In the county of Wexford, the poor 
Proteſtant peaſants and mechanics were dragged frem the 
humble abodes of peaceful induſtry . by their -popifh neigh. 
bours, with whom they had always lived on terms of cordial 
friendſhip, and were cruelly maſſacred as orangemen. In 
mort, the, word: was but the warhoqp for the 
butchery of — z for the names of both were ſo 
artfully confo » that they are ſynonimous in the opinion 
e the common herd of Papiſta. Were the Albigenſes and 
Waldenſes, the Proteſtants maſſacred at Paris on St. Bar- 
tholome w, in Piedmont, or the-Cevennes, or at Montauban 
in the year 1791: were the Moors expelled from Spain, or 
the Proteſtants maſſacred in Ireland, in the year 1641, 
Oran ? No; but the ſpirit of popery, as ravenous as 
the grave, and as relentlefs as death, diQated their deſtruc- 
tion. Aſk thoſe pious fathers, Doctor Coppinger, Bi 

of Cloyne, and Dr. Bellew, biſhop of Killala, why. the 
infamous and groundleſs reports about orangemen,' were 
propagated in their dioceſes, and whether there ever exiſted 
a perſon af that deſcription in them? | 
When the poor ſufferers were taken priſoners, they were 
*aſked whether they could croſs themſelves, and ſay certain 
popiſh prayers. they could, they were diſcharged ; if 
not, they were maſlacred or impriſoned.“ 


Peritas 


* Sec Jackſon's account of this ceremony, page 25. 
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Peritas ſays, „let me atk who were the prime mwvers, 
and moſt prominent egitaturs it this rebelhon, from rhe 
origin to its preſent ſtate? Were they i in majority, or in 
« any conſiderable degree, Catholics of known adherence to 
« the principles of their religion ?F No; thofe of them 
«© who profeſſed — a ſemblance of Catholicity, were for 
« the greater part of Painc's ſchool, Catholics in profefhon, : 
« but. Deiſts in religion, the leaders for the moſt yore Pro- 
« teſtants. 

Veriiicus admits, that the firſt leaders * proj tors of - 
the rebelizon, conſiſted of a motley lift of — Pres. 
byterians, and Papiſts ; but i is notorious that the latter 
artfully concealed their fecrer deſign of  extirpating the: for- 
mer, till the rebellion broke out; and after the 23d of May, 
we caunor find a ſingle inſtance of a Proteſtant in the rebel 
ranks, except two or three leaders at Wexford, who were 
dgpolcd or loſt all authority ; and for a very obvious reaſon; 
becauſe they found too late, that that monſter, popiſh fana-) 
ticiſm, lurked behind the curtain, and meditated the deftruc- 
tion of all Proteſtants without diſtinQion. It is well, 
known, that Generals Keugh and Harvey would have fallen 
a-prey to it at Wexford, 5 the republic had laſted a few ; . 
days longer. . In their laſt moment they acknowledged, that 
they diſcovered when they could not wihiraw z that it was 
a religious war, and that the popiſh prieſts were the chicf, 
inſtigators of it. The fanatic pikemen were conſtantly 
heard to declare m Wexford, that they would kill all hee. 
tics, and have but one _ 

Veritas ſays, * happily for the Catholic church, theas are, 
« other, and moſt reſpeAable authorities to vindicate its 
« loyalty, and the chriſtianity of its principles. Where 
6 2 the Catholic noblemen and gentlemen of Ireland du- 

Race late rebellion ? They were in the ſame rapks, 

their loyal Proteſtant fellow-iubjects, rallyuig arouid 
«« = king, Ne conſtitution, aud the laws of ir coun- 


« ry ; and gallantly defending them Wind the . _— * 
« rebellion.” : 


ft From what I have already quoted from Romiſh Councils and Pa- 
pal Bulls, it is obvious that every perſon concerned in the late Nebel- 


lion againſt the Proteſtant State, acted agreeably to the 9 6! his 
Religion, 
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Veridicus admits, that many of the popiſh noblemen and 
gentlemen were loyal during the rebelhon : and why ? be- 
cauſe though they conformed to a few idle ceremonies, and 
believed in a few ſpeculative doctrines of their church, they 
were in their moral conduct, Chriſtians and not Papiſts ; 
but even ſome gentlemen, many of the middle rank, and 
almoſt the whole of the common heard of Papiſts, in con- 
formity to the genuine on of their religion, - indulged 
that ſanguinary ſpirit againſt Proteſtants, which has been 
— uy enjoined by many councils of the Romiſh church, 
and by innumerable Papal Bulls. The gentlemen of that 
| on ſips but the ſurface of the medicated Roman Cha- 
ice, the beſotted vulgar Papiſts has drank the very dregs of 
its intoxicating poiſon. 


lle impiger hauſit ſpumantem pateram.” 


Chriſtianity and popery differ widely from each other. 
Our Saviour ſays, if you love me, love one another ; and by 
the 6th commandment it is laid down, 'Thou ſhalt do no 
murder.” By the divine law it is ordained, that, Whoſo 
ſheddeth man's blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed, for in 
the image of God made he man.“: But the Pope, like 
Mahomet, offers a crown of eternal glory to thoſe who ſhall 
aſſaſſinate ſuch of their fellow-creatures, as do not profeſs 
their creed. Our Saviour ſays, „a portion of all be 
who are not within the pale 


ſaved.” The « all 
of my church, ſhall be doomed to eternal damnation.{— 
The holy ſcripture ſays, A biſhop ſhall be the buſband of 
one wife, and of good behaviour; and in the ſame chap- 
ter, St. Paul tells the inferior clergy, that their wives muſt 
be grave, not flanderers, ſober, faithful in all things.“ The 
popiſh prieſts would do well to obſerve this doctrine, inſtead 
of following the advice of the pope, who forbids them to 
marry, but tells them that they may get abſolution for com- 
mitting fin. The Roman clergy all over the Continent, kept 
voncubines, when they were at firſt prohibited from mar- 
rying. When 


t Geneſis, chap. ix. v. 6. 

$ This doctrine is ſtrongly inculcated in the Alcoran of Mahomet. 
St. Paul to Timothy, chap. iii. v. 2. V. 8 and 11. 

} Giangone, lib. 5. page 275. 
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When celibacy was eſtabliſhed in England, in the 12th 
century, the clergy gave univerſally into concubinage ; and 
the bi ops confined them to one woman, to prevent it 
from degenerating into licentiouſneſs. rt 

Our Saviour ſays, © all thoſe that take the ſword, ſhall 
periſh by the ſworJd.”'$ 

This propheſy points ſtrongly at the. 
roes who fell in the rebellion, 
The pope's nuncio, in the 
ments with which ſome 


many ſacerdotal he- 
the ſword and the gibbet. 
ar 1771, bleſſed the inſtru- 


were to murder the of . 
Poland. yn 


In various parts of holy writ it is ordered, that all chrif- 
tians ſhall read the Bible.** The pope, in the 4th rule of 
his index expurgatorius, formed under the council of Trent, 
ſays, © that no perſon ſhall receive abſolution, unleſs he 
6 — up his Bible,” the uſe of which he poſitively 
prohibits. 
: This reminds me of an obſervation of Archbiſhop Tillot- 
_, « that thoſe who are working in darkneſs = 

ht, and thoſe who know that the holy ſen 
„will prevent it from being read. * 
— ſtruck Lich the miracles of our Saviour, offered 


to make him their king, he anſwered, that his kingdom was 
not of this world. 


The ſays, in his bull of excommunication 
Henry IV. of France : „The an given to St. Peter, 
and his ſuccefſors, by the immenſe power of the eternal 


King, excels all the power of earthly kings: it paſſes un- 
contronledle ſentince on — "oY 


"Though Yeritac afſerts, that the rebellion was confined to 
2 furious and vernable rabble, it a that many gen- 
tlemen, proud of their anceſtry, and o without num- 


ber, poſſeſſed of conſiderable wealth, and raiſed far above 
the volga r by tele education. though of a meaner rank, 


A John Colclough of Ballyteigue, 
John and an award Hay, Edward Fitz-Gerald, Garret ang 


William 


t Hume, vol. 2. page 64. 

5 St. Matthew, chap. zxvi. v. 52. 

++ Sce Wrarall's account of it in Cox's Travels, lib. x. chap. 
St. Paul to Timothy, chap. iii. v. 15, 16 and 17. St. Jol ; chap. 
v. verſe 39. Acts, chap. xvii. v. 14. 

$4 This Bull occaſioned the aaſinativn of that amiable Monarch. 
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William Byrne of Ballymanus, Eſmond Kyan, nephew to 


Sir Thomas Efmond,: were all .gentlemen. Of the great 
number of wealthy ſhopkeepers, tradeſmen, and farmers, 
in and-about Wexford, I ſhall only mention the following: 
Roach, a farmer, was a general in the rebel army. Fraine, 
an opulent tanner, Prendergaſt, a rich malſter, the bloody 
Thomas Dixon, ſhip-owner, Pender and Murphy, ſhop- 


kerpers; all of Wexford. 
All che opulent farmers and ſKopkeepers in and about 


Emnniſcorthy, with but few exceptions, and ſome gentle- 
men; were active rebels. Among theſe we find, William 


Devereux of Taghmon, William Barker, a brewer, and a 
merchant, Mr. Pat. Sutton, and his two ſons, Luke Byrne, 


a rich malſter, and his two fons. This wretch, though far 
years, uſed to boaſt of the number of Proteſt- 
ants he had murdered with his own hand. In the county of 


advanced in 


Kildare, Doctor Eſmond, Meſirs. Aylmer and Fitz-Gerald, 


of 


Mayo, we find the names of Blake, French, O'Doude, 


McDonnell, and Bcliew, vain of their lineage, leaders in 
men were univerſally 
nene ſuch ever exiſted there. At the 
held in che month of Auguſt, 


1798, a report was propagated, that the orangemen would 
matfacre all the Ks Catholics, which occaſioned 


the rebellion.* In that county 
denounced ; _—_ 
fair of Ball, near 


olly mount, 


ſo great an alarm, that none of the farmers or peaſants 


round ; but aſſembled in large bodies in the fields, where 


they were ſworn to exterminate Proteſtants, aud join he 
French. The rebels at Killala refolved to maſſacre the Pro- 4 


teftant priſoners there; and leſt they ſhould be flack in the 


execution of their pious deſign, Father M<Dotinell, a popiſh 
prieſt, entered that town the day before the King's troops 


arrived there, and announced the men were 
ing the Roman Catholics. Wilſon's hoſpital, a cha- 
— was deſtroyed by the 


<> Weſtmeath, ſoon after the French landed. When 
they firſt afſembled, they were aſked by the magiſtrates, what 
their view in doing ſo was? They anſwered, that the 

5 t 


' * See the long .liſt of Gentlemen, Merchants, Farmers and Pricſts 
of the co Mayo,” proclaimed as Rebels in the Dublin Journal. 


proud of their deſcent, were notorious rebels. In the county 


would venture to ffeep in their houſes, for many miles 


Popiſh rabble in the - 
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took up arms to defend themſelves againſt orangemen, who 
| meditated their deſtruction. But and aſked by the ma- 
| giftrates,+ who the were, anſwered that 
they did not know, and that they had never ſeen any fuch 
perſons. H It appears that ſome vagabonds had rode about 
the country, decharing aloud, that the — were mat- 
ſacring the Catholics. * 

'There cannot be a ſtronger proof than this, that it-was a 
Catholic cauſe, after the 23d of May. The — 
I -m the North were fo ſenſible of it, * 

| after the rebellion broke out; and Dickey, the 5 
| declared at the place of execution, that they diſebvered roo 
Ike, thatit was a popiſh conſpiracy, and that if they had 
3 ſucceeded in overturning the conſtitution, they would have 
had the Papiſts to contend with. All the French officers, 
without reſerve, and unanimouſly, declared that the firſt 
object of the rebels in Connaught was, the maſſacre of 
Proteſtants, and that they had great dithculty in N 
2 ing it. 
- 33 ſays, © the Proteſtants repeatedly called on the 
| Catholic cler TSF for written protections, but the clergy _ de- 
clared one and all, that they could not, and dared nat; 
any ſuch protection, nor would they be of the. be- 
nefit z but that all they could do, they would, which was to 
ſign petitions, ping 23 of the rebels, in the 
name of Chriſt, Chriſt, and in every 
claim or 88 divine, that hne Fran 
neighbours mĩght be protected n in. their * 
families and properties.” 
Such a bold and groundleſs afſertion, which can with 
truth, be contradicted by every inhabitant of the town, and 
| county of Wexford, indicates. an extraordinary degree of - 
"2 hardened audacit That many prieſts refuſed to give pro- 
tections to Proteflanta, i is moſt, certain, but it is well known . 
that thoſe who could obtain them, neyer received the li va | 
eſt injury; and this was invariably the caſe, whether 
were in the ſhape o of petitions or protections. In ſome in- 


ſtances, 

+ This — Lord Sunder lin. 

t Next day, viz. Sept. 4, they aſſembled to the SAFER of 5000, and 
deſtroyed the Þ6ſpital, becauſe it was a Proteſtant charitable inſtitution, 
and immediately after a Prieſt ſaid maſs for them. They then collected 
in a houſe a great number of Proteſtant men, women and children, aud 
would have ſect fire to it, but that the King's troops arrived there. 
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ſtances, prieſts granted them to Proteſtants, for whom they 
had a particular predilection; but the ſureſt way of obtain- 
ing them was, to be baptized by one of the Romiſh cl 

and of this innumerable inſtances occurred. Some of the 


total extirpation of the — their ** 
_ and in conſequence of it, great numbers of Pro- 
teſtants flocked to the chapel for that purpoſe ; though fa- 
ther Roach forbid the prieſts, from the altar, from purſu- 


r 
t let = public er what _ motive 
he was defirous of withdra means of protection 
from the unfortunate — 
Alady, whoſe huſband was a cloſe priſoner in Wexford, 
„ e per 
the ſake-of Chriſt, wil i 
ie Hege, e Comin, 
| Pariſh Prieft of Wexford.” 
Whenever this dy walked abroad, brad. ar and 
n pikemen, on ſeeing it, per- 
1 
The following wh, + of one given by father Broe, a 


1 had baptized: 

. ** [. that A. B. of C. in the D. has 
+ & done his D. e himſelf , N Wex- 
« ford, . 1798. 


« F. Jonx Buon 
. . Such numbers of Proteſtants went to the chapel to be bap- 
tized, and to receive protections, that they at laſt obtained 


a certain form, which they copied and carried with them, 

NAU them. The follow-- 

ing was given by a pariſh prieſt, near aghmon, who was | 

conſtantly employed in chriſtening he heretics : 

„Me. A. B. has coniplied with every condition rom 
« him, and therefore is to be flapped by no man. June 4, 17 
« Rev. Bu. Munr x.“ 

This protection frequently preſerved the life of the bearer 


of it. V. eritar, 
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Veritas, page 7, quotes Fack/on's narrative, who, he ſays, 
aſſerts That Mr. Corrin influenced the rebels fo far, as to 
prevail on them to return to the gaol the fifteen” Wexford 
men, but for thoſe trom Enniſcorthy, he could obtain no 
remiſſion.“ Now it will appear, by the following protection, 
granted by Dr. Caulfcld, to an individual of that town, 
chat he could protect its inhabitants, however odious they 
were to the rebels, as eaſily as thoſe of Wexford : 


« From the excellent character of A. B. I beg leave in the 
ee anf . Chriſt, to recommend him to be protected. 
Wexford, June 15, 1798. , 
« JAMES CAULFIELD.” 


The bearer of the above protection was not moleſted from 
the moment he received it, though he was an inhabitant of 
Enniſcorthy. 


George Piper, who lived at Clone, was taken priſoner by 
the rebels ; and his wife having implored them to ſpare his 
life, they ſaid, they could not grant her requeſt, unleſs he 
produced the protection of a prieſt. She then repaired to 
father Redmond, of Ferns, and beſought him to grant her 
one; but he declared he would not give a protection to one 
of her ſort (meaning a Proteſtant) as they would turn againſt 
his party afterwards, on which the rebels put Piper to 
death. 


The following certificate was given by father James Mur- 
phy, a pariſh prieſt, who was ſtationed at Vinegar-hill, and 
conſtantly employed in baptizing heretics. I give an exact 
copy of it ;— | 

I do hereby certify, that the bearer John B———, have 
preſented himſelf for baptiſm, but I think better io poſpone it to 
another time, till he's more ſufficiently igſtructed, and - he 
proves himſelf, by perſevering in the ſame d:ſpofitions. Giver: 
under my 100 this 14th day of June, 1798. 

James Murpay.,”* 


E Within 


* There were fix prieſts of this name in the county of Wexford, 
more vr leſs concerned in the rebellion. Eadmus, Edward, James, 
Eryan, John, and Michacl, 


Wa 


Within a ſhort time, father Broe, the friar, inſiſted on, 
and received, one billing as his fee, for having chriſtened a 
Proteſtant during the rebeilion at Wexford. Let Mr. Ste- 
phen Ram be aſked, whether a Proteſtant tenant of his did 
not ſolicit father Cavenagh, of Gorey, when the rebels were 
in poſſeſſion of that town, for a protection, and whether 
he did not reply, What ! give a paſs ts you who have been 
ſerving the devil ail your life ! 

Richard Grandy obtamed a paſs from father Edward Mur- 
phy, pariſh prieſt of Bannow. ( See his affidavit in the narra- 
trve of Charles Jackſon, and Murphy's harangue in the camp 
Carrichbyrne, encouraging the rebels to extirpate ogra) t 
appears alſo, that the rebel magiſtrates preſiding at T. gh- 
man, viz. John Bryan, James Harper, Joſeph Cullamore, 
and Matthew Commons, gave it as their opinion, that 
Richard Graydy would be perfectly ſafe in paſſing through 
the country with the paſs obtained from Father Edward 
Murphy.* We may judge of Catholic loyalty, from the 
monſtrous deſertions, and the treachery of the Popiſh Yeo- 
men. There were twenty-four Papiſts in Colonel Le 
Hunte's corps, and twenty of them joined the rebels. Of 
theſe Edward Fitz-Gerald was worth 8ool. a year, and 
Roach, his permanent ſerjeant, was an opulent farmer. In 
the Coolgreny corps, ſixteen papiſts proved diſloyal ; forty- 
fix in the Caftletown. Moſt of Doctor Jacob's numerous 
corps joined the rebels. One-third of the Clane corps, in 
the county of Kildare, with Doctor Eſmond, their lieute- 
nant, were traitors. Some of the Popiſh members of the 
Sepulchre's corps, formed a conſpiracy to murder the Pro- 
teitant members of it. It was diſcovered, that the majority 
of the Popiſh Yeomen in Dublin, had taken the United 
Iriſhman's oath, and were determined, in violation of their 
oath of allegiance, to join in ſubverting the Proteſtant ſtate. 
In moſt of the corps of the province of Leinſter, the majo- 
rity of the Popiſh Yeomen were diſloyal ; and almoſt the 
whole of the Popiſh Yeomen in the Carrick-on-Suir corps, 
in the county Tipperary, proved traitors. Lieutenant Clinch, 
of the Rathcoole infantry, was hanged, for having conſpi- 
red with the Popiſh Yeomen of it, to murder their Proteſt- 
ant fellow-ſoldiers. He owned it was a Popith plot, and 

| that 
* Sce Grandy's aſhdavit in Jackſon's narrative. 
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that father Harold“ had organized, and ſworn, all the rebel 
for ſome miles round him; and he imputed his miſconduct, 
and the ignominious death which he ſuftered, to the, advice 
of that traitor. How many traitors at Dunlavin were ſhot 
in one day, all of the Popiſh perſuaſion, and Yeomen ? 
Great numbers of papiſts were very zealous to enrol them- 
ſelves in the Yeomen corps of Wexford, and its vicinity, a 
thort time before the rebellion broke out, for the purpoſe of 
obtaining arms, and acquiriug a knowledge of diſcipline. 
Near 2000 papiſts did the like in Dublin, and they were 
propoſed to the different corps by perſons who afterward; 
proved to be notorious rebels. Na a ſingle inſtance can be 
adduced of a Proteſtant Yeoman having become unfaithful, 
after the 23d of May. Such of the Popiſh militia as had 
been enrolled for three or four years, remained ſteady; and 
why? becauſe by ſhifting from one place to another, their 
minds were enlarged, and the ſanguinary and intolerant prin- 
ctples which their reſpective pariſh prieſts had infuſed into 
them, were in a great meaſure obliterated ; beſides, they 
found that their ofticers, whom they were taught to regard 
as heretics, were generous and humane. However, Hom 
the perfidious conduct of the Longford regiment near Caſ- 
tlebar, it is very hard to determine, how far deſertion might 
have taken place in the Popiſh militia, if a large French 
army had landed here. A Popiſh ferv2gt who was arreſted 
in Dublin, confeſſed his guilt, and faid that 22000 Popiſh 
ſervants were ſworn, and were to have riſen there on the 
23d of May; and it has fince been diſcovered that thę lower 
clats of Popiſh female ſervents were tworn, and were to 
have co- operated on that occaſion, which muſt have been 
known to their biſhops and prieſts. Not a fingle Proteſtant 
ſervant in Dublin was charged with treaſon. | 

Doctor M*Kenna imputes much of the horrors of the re- 
bellioa to Orangemen, and though he admits that twenty 
Popith prieſts were at the head of a Popiſh army, he demes 
that Papiſts were materially concerned in the rebellion ; but 
as he is a Papiſt, due allowance ſhould be made for his bi- 
gotry and partiality; beſides, as he was ſecretary to the 
Catholic committee in 1792, which it is believed, wes Ws 
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* He was pariſh ptieſt of Rathcoole, and preached three loyal ſer- 
mons frum tl. altar, the Sunday before the rebel n broke out. 
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firſt germ of that revolutionary ſyſtem, which has fince ap- 
peared, and as he afterwards inliſted under the banners of 
government, on getting a penſion, we may ſuppoſe tha: he 
is now endeavouring to conciliate his Catholic friends, by 
ſinging his palinodia. The ofhicers of the militia can declare, 
what baſe and unremitting attempts were made, to per ſuade 
the Popiſh ſoldiers to join the Union, and to turn their ans 
againſt their country. 


Peritas aſks, „ Is it the excommunicated priefts, the 
drunken and profligate couple-beggars, the very fæces of the 
church, who appeared active in rebellion, that Verax ſelects 
as examples in ſupport of his charge againſt Catholic prin- 
ciple ?” It can be proved, by the teſtimony of individuals, 
and the ſtrongeſt moral evidence, that the body of the Ro- 
miſh prieſthood were engaged in the cauſe of the Union. 
Father Huſſey, the tutelar biſhop of Waterford, kindled 
combuſtion in the province of Munſter, very early in the 
year 1796, by the publication of his paſtoral letter, but 
much more by his inflammatory ſermons, 2 he never 
was regarded as a couple-beggar. It is univerſally allowed, 
that by them he occaſioned a coolneſs and a ſeparation be- 

tween the Proteſtants and Papiſts of Waterford, who had 
Jong forgotten their ancient and mutual prejudices, and had 
aſſociated together in the moſt cordial friendſhip. I have 
been well informed Yhat treaſonable aſſociations began in his 
dioceſe, ſoon after he made his viſitation through it in April 


1798. 


The congregations of the following chapels in the count 
of Wexford, with their reſpeCtive pariſh prieſts, whoſe 
names are annexed, ſolicited the civil magiſtrates, by a ſo- 
lemn addreſs, fo early as the month of November, 1797, to 
give them an opportunity of exculpating themſelves from the 
foul ſuſpicion of being united, by exhibiting the oath of al- 
legiance to them, and they were accordingly ſworn at their 
reſpective altars, on the 26th of November, where they took 
my of the ſtrongeſt oaths of allegiance that could be 
indited. 


Pa riſhes 
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Pariſh:s cr Chapels. Priefts. 


!Tnions of Blackwater, Killa- 

la, Ballyvaloe, Ballyvaldon, 

Caltle Els, - - David Cullen. 
vlillina, - - - Nicholas Synnett. 


Unions of Tombe, Kilcombe, 


and Roſſmanogue, - F ancis Rawvenagh. 


| Killina, the chapel at Bally- 


garret, - - - Nich. Redmn:4. 
Kilcormuck, the chapel at 
Boulavogue - - John Murphy. 
Monomaling, Michael Lacy. 
Pallycanew = Michael Mus phy. 
Kilmuckbridge, Michael Lacy. 


Clough - Francis Kavenagh. 

Jebn Redmond, his curate, a 
nocorious traitor, was hang- 
ed. 

Gorey, and Killinahue, F ancis Kavenagh. 
Kilbride, - - - Edward Redmond. 


Donamore = - - MNicholas Redmond. 


The ſaid prieſts and their congregations, and thoſe of the 
pariſhes of Killenerin and Ferns, and of the chapels of Kil- 
mallock, Caſtlebridge, and Ballymonabay, voted addreſſes 
to Lord Camden, expreſſive of their loyalty to the King and 
his government, on the 12th of April, 1998. In ah the 
ſaid pariſhes, and in the following, viz. Enniſcorthy, inclu- 
ding many unions, Wexford, Kilruſh, Ferns, Templeſham- 
bo, Kilbride, and Camolin, and in various other pariſhes, 
the Popiſh inhabitants, incited by their reſpective prieſts, 
continued to take oaths of allegiance, and to deliver up pikes 
to the magiſtrates, the entire week preceding the rebellion, 
which lulled them, and the government into a ſupine and 
fatal ſecurity. All that time they continued to exhort their 
flocks to loyalty ; but ſome magiſtrates were alarmed at this 
ominous circumſtance, that the prieſts were conſtantly con- 


feſſing their flocks the week preceding Whitſunday, when. 


the rebellion broke out in the county of Wexford, prepar- 
ing them, as it was ſuppoſed, for that glorious cruſade. It 
1s impoſſible that theſe prieſts, who knew all the ſecrets of 
their flocks, could be ignorant that the inſurrection and maſ- 

ſacre 


1 


ſacre were determined on ſome months before; but the ver 
active part which they took in it, proves this beyond a 
doubt. 

Father Francis Kavenagh, of Gorey, was one of the 
oldeſt, and was confidercd as one of the moſt liberal and 
reſpectable pariſh prieſts in the county of Wexford ; and 
yet his guilt was fo evident, on the trial of Matthew W ad- 
dock, held at Arklow, the 18th of June, aud again on the 
trial of father Redmond, his curate, who was hanged at 
Gorey, that General Needham would have had him tried, 
but PA the interference of Lord Mountnorris, and ſome 


gentlemen who, in conſideration of his age (for he was 75 


youre) prevailed on the general to diſcharge him. Father 
ach, the general, hanged at Wexford, officiated at the 
chapel of Poulpearſy : father John Murphy, hanged at Tul- 
low, did the like at Boulavogue : father Michael Murphy, 
ſhot at the battle of Arklow, was pariſh prieſt at Ballyca- 
new : father Edward Redmond, of Ferns, marſhalled his 
flock, and led them to the battle of Newtownbarry, on the 
1ſt of June: Nicholas Stafford, curate to Nicholas Red- 
mond, pariſh prieſt, was a notorious rebel, and is now a 
fugitive. It was proved on the trial of Denis Doyle, a rebel 
at Gorey, the 2gth of November, 1798, that he incited 
the rebels to a general maſſacre of Proteſtants, and father 
Byrne did the like. Father Dixon, of Caſtlebridge chapel, 
has been ſentenced to tranſportation : father Michael Lacy,“ 
pariſh prieſt of Kilmuckbridge, ſaid maſs for, and frequent- 
ly harangued the rebels at Vinegar-hill camp. 

It A by an affidavit ſworn before General Fawcett, 
the 5th of July, 1798, that fathers Byrne and Shallow, 
were active in promoting the rebellion at Carrickbyrne camp. 
Father Edward Murphy, pariſh prieſt of Bannow, haran- 
gued the rebels at Carrickbyrne camp, and incited them to 
extirpate heretics in the following words: * that their ſuc- 
ceſs was viſibly the work of God, who was determined that 
the heretics, who had reigned upwards of one hundred 
years, ſhould now be extirpated, and the true Catholic re- 
ligion be eſtabliſhed.” } Father Keane, known by the _ 
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2 oe brother, William Lacy, was commiſſary at the camp of Vine- 
Fr-hinl. 


} 5ce Grandy's Affidavit, 
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of the bleſſed prieſt of Bannow, was very active in the re- 
bel camps; and ſo were father James and father Brien Mur- 
phy, the latter pariſh prieſt of Taghmon. All theſe prieſts 
had lived in the efteem of Doctor Coulfield, and of their 
pariſhioners of * perſuaſion before the rebellion. 

We find that in the counties of Mayo and Sligo, fathers 
Gannon, Sweeny, Prendergaſt, M'Donnell, O'Donnell, 
Cawley, Deaſe, and Conry, were active in promoting the 
rebellion. The latter was hanged at Caſtlebar. Father Ha- 
rold of Rathcoole, is under ſentence of tranſportation. A 
pricſt at Monaſtereven was hanged. Father Meara of Ne- 
nich, father O'Brien of Doone, and father Kennedy of 
Caitle-Otway, all in the county of Tipperary, were found 
to be concerned in the cebellion ; and the two former were 
ſentenced to be tranſported. Father Neal of Ballymacoda, 
near Youghall, was convicted of having given Solution 
for murder, and of having ſigned the death warrants of 
different perſons, to promote the Union. Two prieſts were 
killed in the battle of Newtownbarry, and two in the bat- 
tle of Kilcomny. Doctor M'Nevin, a Papiſt, ſwore before 
the Secret Committee, that the Iriſh prieſthood were well 
affected to the cauſe, and that ſome of them propagated, 
with diſcreet zeal, the ſyſtem of the Iriſh Union. By diſ- 
creet zeal, he meant thoſe who ſecretly fomented it, pre- 
ſerving at the ſame time, the appearance of loyalty, in con- 
tradiſtinction to thoſe fanatics who acted as generals. The 
Popiſh prelates did not, in a body, exhort the Roman Ca- 
tholics to loyalty and a peaceable deportment, till the 26th 
of May, and few, if any of them, did ſo individually pre- 
vious to that period. Now is it poſlible, that they could 
not have known, that a treaſonable plot for ſubverting the 
conſtitution, and ſeparating the two ki agdoms, had exiſted 
for two years ? 

As the camp on Vinegar-hill, and the proceedings winch 
took place there, form a ſtriking feature in the rebellion, 
I will give a conciſe account of it, becauſe it will refute 
many of the aſſertions of Veritat. Father John Murphy of 
Boulavogue, in the pariſh of Kilcormick, by far the moſt 
celebrated of the church militant heroes, ſet out on his cru- 
ſade in ſaid pariſh, on Saturday evening the 26th of May 3 
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t We muſt except the amiable Do Kor Moylan, of Cork. 
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and he had fo effectually organized his ſectaries, that he was 
attended in a few hours with a numerous band of rebel ſol- 
diers, with whom in the courſe of that night and next day, 
which was Whitſunday, he deſolated ten pariſhes, murder. 
ing all the Proteſtants he could find, and burning their hou-. 
ſes. The moſt noted perſons who fell a prey to his ſangui- 
nary rage were, the Rev. Mr. Burrowes of Kilmuckbridge, 
whoſe houſe he burned, and murdered him and ſeven of his 
pariſhioners, who had taken refuge in it : the Rev. Mr. 
Turner of Ballengale, and five of his pariſhioners, who 
ſought an aſylum under his roof. Mr. Darcy, a young gen- 
tleman of large fortune, and of very honourable connec- 
tions: Mr. Bookey, heutenant of the Camolin cavalry, met 
with the ſame fate, and their houſes were burned. On the 
ſame day, viz. Whitſunday, he engaged a detachment of 
the North Cork militia at Oulart. It conſiſted of ſeven of- 
ficers and one hundred privates, of which he killed the- 
whole, except one officer, one ſerjeant, and three privates; 
and all their arms and ammunition fell into their hands. 
Next day he attacked and took the town of Enniſcorthy, 
after a very gallant defence made by the garriſon, command- 
ed by captain Snowe, of the North Cork regiment. On the 
retreat of the King's troops to Wexford, which was ſudden 
and precipitate, the rebels ſcized all the Proteſtants of that 
town, and the adjacent country, and committed them to 

riſon. They then formed an encampment on Vinegar- 
hill, which is quite cloſe to the town, and continued to oc- 
cupy it till the 21ſt of June, when they were driven from it 
with conſiderable ſlaughter by the King's troops. During 
that time they daily led out of the different priſons, from 
twenty to thirty Proteſtants, whom, after a mock trial, they 
butchered in preſencg of, and as a regale to the rebels while 
on parade ; and, horrid to relate ! they afterwards heard 
maſs celebrated by one of their prieſts, of whom no leſs 
than twenty or thirty conſtantly attended the camp, 


« Where fighs, aud groans, and fſhricks, that rend the air, 
Were made, not marked, where, violent ſorrow ſeemed, 

« A modern extacy ; the dead man's knell, 

Was there ſcarce aiked for whom.” SUAKESPEARE. 


' | | Some 


Rene een 
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Some ſcenes of the deepeſt tragic woe vecurred in the 
courſe of theſe butcheries ; and it is uni believed, 


that not leſs than FOUR HUNDRED PR TANTS 
were murdered in this manner on that hill. 


gery were conducted: Werne 
ter, were taken rifoners to the hill, where they ſaw Jo 
Plunket and J. Rigley, two Proteſtants, on their knees, in 
hi ele thee prior were onthe nos, ne Jam 


he ſhot Connors, A* 
with him, as ſhe had pur her arm der ki 
His poor old wife told D Ar 8 
would kill her ; on which he 


bio agel fader and a brother. Having 


de was refuſed. He then Day eo er inſtead of 


torturing ham with pikes, would ſhoot him, on which 
a rebel . 
ter which he 

be him. His 
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on this, father Roach, the general 
ecution, deſired him to try 
off in the air; and having accordingly made the 
it went off. Father _ 
cent, and diſcharged him with a protection, 22 
ted his eſcape to the * of Divine Providence 
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Unheard of tortures were practiced on the hill. A Pro- 
teſtant, ſaved by the interpoſition of a rebel captain, who 
had a warm friendſhip for him, {wore the following athda- 
vit before a magiſtrate : That on the iſt of June, he ſaw 
2 man ſitting on the ground there, with no other clothes to 
cover him than a piece of ragged blanket ; that his eyes 
were out, his head and body were ſwelled, and his cheeks 


were covered with ulcers; that on deponent's exclaiming, 


what a miſerable object that was ! the poor wretch uttered 
ſome inarticulate ſounds, but could not ſpeak, from which 
he ſuppoſed that his tongue had been cut out ; that an 
armed rebel, whom he believed to be one of the guards, 
ſaid, that he was under puniſhment, and mentioned ſome- 
thing of flow death, indicating as he ſuppoſed, that he was 
to ſuffer ſuch a death.” The following ſuperſtitious practice 
frequently took place on the hill :—a large tub of water was 
carried into the camp, where one of the prieſts bleſſed it by 
throwing ſome ſalt into it, and by uttering ſome cabaliſtical 
expreſſions over it. Then the rebels kneeling round it, 
were ſprinkled with the holy water by the prieſts, who uſed 
whiſks of broom or heath for that purpoſe. 'Thus theſe 
ſanguinary monſters vainly imagined that they could atone 
for the many , murders they had committed, and conciliate 
the Divine „ by ſo. abſurd and ridiculous a ceremony, 
performed on. che very ſpot, polluted by the blood of ſo ma- 
ny Proteſtants. 3 | 
As fimilar practices took place at the camp of Carrick- 
byrne, which was the prototype of that at Vinegar-hill, I 
think it right to deſcribe ſome of the abominations which 
were committed there, and in its vicinity. It was formed 
the iſt of June, and the rebels marched from it to Roſs, 
tour miles diſtant, on the 5th of that month. During its 
exiſtence, the rebel chiefs. occupied Scullabogue, the houſe 
of Mr. King, which was within half a mile of it; and 
they fent detachments of pikemen round the adjacent coun- 
0 to collect ſuch proteſtants as had not made their eſcape. 
y ſeized no leſs than two hundred and twenty-one of them, 
and impriſoned them at Scullabogye, where they kept them 
till they were almoſt ſtarved; and on the 5th of June, the 
day that the battle of Rofs took place, they burned ONE 
HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FOUR of them in Mr. 
King's 


Ht B Qiu HH *%, of 


N ö at. a. A X. wigs „ of 


am a oa oa... a> od ob oacs aa 


— 


„ 10a Her Wl 4 


„ 13*3 0 Be 


5 


cy * „ „ oy LOL * ik EE n 8 — - 


(6 W013 


King's barn, and ſhot THIRTY-SEVEN' of them in the 
front of his dwelling houſe. In this number there were 
men, women, and children, of all ages, from 80 to 12 
years old. It is not to be doubted, but that one hundred and 
eighty- four bodies were found in the barn, and thirty- ſeven 
outſide it, who were thrown into the dyke of a hedge, and 
covered lightly with earth. 

When the unfortunate victims were put on their knees to 
be ſhot, the pikemen were heard to ſay to them, if you 
will give me your watch, Pl] take care that your body ſhall 
be decently buried.” It has been declared upon oath, that 
father Shallow, a pariſh prieſt, liberated and ſaved two- 
young people, for whom he had a regard; and that he re- 
fuſed to releaſe a man of the name of Dobbyn, and his 
three ſons, who periſhed in the flames, though his wife ſoli- 
cited him to do fo. | 

It appears from undoubted authority, that Nicholas Sweet- 
man, John Murphy, of Loughnageer, and Walter Peve- 
reux, rebel captains, and farmers in good circumſtances, 


_ were ſuperintending this dreadful carnage. The latter ſaid. 


to a Yeoman, (who was ſo fortunate as to make his eſcape) 
while the barn was on fire, “ it is thus we witl ſerve all 
retics.” This fact has been verifted upon oath. Many 
proteſtants were maſſacred in the camp ot /Gmrickbyrne, 
with the fame circumſtances of cruelty and barbharity as too 
place at Vinegar-hill ; and ſimilar atrocities were practiſed 
in the camp near Gorey, which continued in che vicinity of 
that town for many da 80 #9 
Veritas ſays, „When it pleaſed the Iriſh legiſlature to 
take away the means of education from the Iriſh cathokes, 
no other medium was left by which to reſtrain thoſe unrul 
paſſions, and furious propenſities of the lower orders, whic 
no laws, however terrific, could reſtrain, which no autho- 
rity of magiſtrates could awe into good order, but that they 
yielded to the milder influence of religion; and the conti- 
nual admonitions of their clergy, and the reſpect they bore 
towards the miniſters of religion, were more effectual in 
quelling tumult, preventing drſorder, and preſerving inte- 
prity among them, than all the ſtatutes, tribunals, and gib- 
ts, that * ſtate could produce.” Now let the reader 
judge on what grounds this affertion ſtands. A Popiſh con- 
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und; a, calle Whiteboys, committed 
t 2 b afhdavit of one Mathias 


Brien, coadjutor to > the tiukr archbiſhop of Caſhel, ſworn 
before the M or of Kilkenny, it app. that that Prelata 
fomented inſurrections, and he ſwore the ſaid 
prieſt to be true to the church of Rome, and the Pretender, 
to extirpate hexeſy, and to aſſiſt the French on their landing: 
His evidence was corroborated by that of one Meara, ang- 
ther and of * _ Farnell of Rebill, in the 
= _——— that a bull had 
mo- 
by the fale of 14 to 2 = — Jons 
. The famous father Nicholas car 1 22 
traifor, was hanged at that time, and though convicted 
the moſt infamous crimes, on the cleareſt evidence, many of 
rein „that he was mur: 


nn of Pa 2 daily impute many 
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Munſter was much ua . itated in the year 1774, and again in 
. 1786, by a ſet of popiſh infurgents called W. hite- 


who committed horrid atrocities. 
not Veritus ſay, that the mild influence of religi 
has reftrained the furious propenſities of the lower orders; 
By their 3 encourages them, under a Proteſtant ſtate, 
moral reſtraint from their paſhons. We 
they {purncd at the facred obligation 2 
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Burke, titular biſhop of 


— yo the year 
1770 and though the Iriſh prelates pretended to diſclaim it, 
we find, that the, maſs of the Iriſh apiſts follow it in prac- 


which 1 kyve Rata they Rnod is poike of morals, exactly 
an the fame ſcale in Europe, that Mala 515 do'in Abs 3 
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cendancy, and from the ſears and the jealouſy of Proteſtants, 
leſt the eſtabliſned church and ſtate ma ſubverted.— 
While avarice and ambition exiſt in the human breaſt, and 
a parliament continues to fit in Dublin, ſeditious men will 
never ceaſe to rouſe the animoſity of different religious ſects 
againſt each other, for the purpoſe of diſtreſſing govern- 
ment; and an Engliſh faction will be always ready, from 
the ſame ſiniſter motives, to co-operate with them. From 
the year 1792, to the preſent time, the adminiſtration of 
juſtice has been obſtructed, induſtry has been extinguiſhed, 
the arm of the civil magiſtrate has been palſied by a ſyſtem 
of terror, and the rebel, and the nocturnal robber and 
aſſaſſin have found encomiaſts within the walls of a certain 
great aſſembly, who have had the audacity to accuſe the 
government of cruelty and oppreſſion, for having, after una- 
vailing lenity, bordering on puſillanimity, endeavoured to 
reſtore focial order. Certain factious men in parliament 
ſtigmatized the Roman cathohcs and Preſbyterians in the 
year 1 when they _ not ſhewn any evil propenſity z 
and panegyrized them in the s 1796 and 1797, 
when in a ſtate of rebellion. n : 

A certain great aſſembly may be campared to a volcano, 
annually in a ſtate of eruption, and its ſcintillations kindle 
a flame in ray art of the kingdom, deftruQtive of 
of morals, K induſt * venal orator of the ar 
never fails to deſude act agitate the giddy multitude, though 
his' eloquence ſhould be as little regarded by them, as that 
of 'a'mountebank, who, when he promiſes the people health 
and longevity, difſeminates poiſon amonſt them. What 
has been the profeſſed object of thefe political prize-fight- 
ers? To affimilate ours to the conftitution of England, 
and to participate” of her commercial benefits. For this, 
our unfortunate country, has been diſtrafted by faction, and 
contaminated with crimes. . 

All theſe objects are now offered to us by an Union. 

Volvenda dies, en! attulit ultro. 


Many of the wiſeſt and moſt upright of the Iriſh, lament- 
ed the reſtoration of our final judicature to the houſe of lords, 
from a well grounded ſuſpicion, that our peers, from their 
cloſe connexions, and ſtrong local attachmetits, may be ſub+ 
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ject to a ſiniſter influence in their deciſions. For the ſame 
reaſon, we ſhould wiſh that our civil policy, and our com- 
mercial concerns, were regulated by an Imperial Parliament, 
diveſted of paſſion and prejudice 5 and which would be as 
ſolicitous to promote the proſperity of Ireland, as of York- 
ſhire or Middleſex, when ſhe became a portion of the em- 
ire, and all 1 and colliſions of intereſt were extin- 
guiſhed. Ireland has been called a limb of the empire; but 
it is a limb ſo palſied by faction, and in ſuch a ſickly ſtate, 
as to be incapable of receiving thoſe ſalubrious and vivifying 
principles, which are conſpicuous in the body to which it is 
annexed, | 

At this time, there is an imperious neceſſity for an Union, 
which ſuperſedes every conſideration, which contravenes 
every argument that can be advanced againſt it. 

In the former emergencies, the ſupply ſeldom exceeded 
1, 300, 00“. This year we muſt raiſe 75,000,000/. to pro- 
tect us from foreign and domeſtic enemies. 

We cannot raiſe that ſum in Ireland, we muſt have re- 
courſe to England for it; but will ſhe lend it to us, in our 
preſent diſtracted and convulſed ſtate? We ſhould have 
been annihilated, but Yor the troops which ſhe ſeaſonably 
{ent to our aſſiſtance. 

What nation will trade with us, when we are obliged to 
invoke the aſſiſtance of England, to ſave us ourſelves ? 

The ſyſtem of terror which prevails » has driven 
10,000 perſons of independent fortune, into England. At 
Bath alone, there are not leſs than 7000. Allowing 2001. 
for the annual expence of each, which is much too low, the 
additional remittance to abſentees, occaſioned by the turbu- 
lence of the preſent times, amounts to two millions ſterling. 
For this reaſon, exchange has been at ten or ten aud a halt 
for ſome time paſt. 

I will appeal to the good ſenſe and candour of my coun- 

en, whether, thus circumſtanced, we can exit a nate, 
vear without an UNION ! 


FINIS. 
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